ENGL 200 (Introduction to Literature)

List of Literary Terms and Their Definitions for Short Fiction Exam
Know and understand the following literary terms and concepts as well as their relationships to the stories we have read this semester.  For terms that do not have a definition, please refer to the “Glossary of Literary Terms” that you received earlier in the semester.  
(NOTE:  Dictionaries or access to phones will not be allowed during the exam.  Persons found using either will be interpreted as cheating and therefore receive NO POINTS for this exam.)

· Fiction: a narrative shaped or made ( from the latin ficio to shape or make )from the authoes imagination .parts of a fictional story ,novel,or drama may refer to factual reality , but the story and characters arise form the musinge of the creator . 
· Elements of Fiction:  Major elements of fiction are plot, characters, setting, point of view, and theme.  Skillful employment of these elements is essential for successful short works of literary fiction.
· Plot : the series of events unfolded throughout the course of a narrative. A conventional plot is organized plot is organized in terns of conflict , climax ,resolution and denouement . 
· Exposition: The opening portion of a story or play.  In this portion of the plot, usually the setting and protagonist are introduced along with necessary background information necessary to understand and relate to the events that follow.  (There is another similar definition in your glossary.)  
· Complication:  The increasingly tense and complicated action within a traditional plot that leads to the story’s climax.  (There is another similar definition in your glossary.)  
· Climax
· Resolution (dénouement or conclusion):  The end or outcome in a unified plot that often follows the climax.  This end is often ambiguous because while the protagonist usually exhibits some type of inner realization, there can be questions as to what this realization is and also what it means.  (There is another similar definition in your glossary.)  
· Foreshadowing
· Characters 
· Characterization
· Methods of Characterization (see class notes)
· Protagonist
· Antagonist
· Epiphany
· Stock Character
· Flat Character:  A one-dimensional character that is not necessarily a stereotype, but this type usually has only one outstanding trait.
· Round Character:  A complex, multi-dimensional character that is more detailed and has more depth than flat characters.  In short, this type of character is more suggestive of a real human being.  (There is another similar definition in your glossary.)
· Static Character
· Dynamic Character:  A character that, throughout the events of the story, internally grows or changes in some significant way.  (There is another similar definition in your glossary, but this one is less confusing in my opinion.)
· Setting:  One of the elements of fiction, setting is the context for the action: the time, place, culture, and atmosphere in which it occurs.  (There is another similar definition in your glossary, but this one is more precise in my opinion.)
· Point of View: the perspective from which a story is told.third-person ommi-scient and first -
· Narrator
· First-person Narrator:  In a story told by one person, the “I” who tells the story.  Sometimes the first-person narrator is purely an observer; more often he or she is directly or indirectly involved in the action of the story.
· Omniscient Narrator (Third-person narrator):  A narrator who knows everything about a story’s events and characters, even their inner thoughts and feelings.  Usually, an omniscient narrator maintains emotional distance from the characters. 
· Limited Omniscient Narrator (Third-person limited narrator):   In a work of fiction, the storyteller who sees into the mind of some but not all characters.  Such a narrator usually sees only into the mind of a single major or minor character.

· Dramatic Narrator:  In a work of fiction, the storyteller who merely reports dialogue and action with minimal or no interpretation or access the characters’ minds.  Dramatic narration is used to mimic the effect of plays.

· Symbol:  Something that is itself and represents something else; a literary symbol is a prominent or repeated image or action that conveys a cluster of abstract meanings beyond itself.  (There is another similar definition in your glossary, but this one is more precise in my opinion.)
· Allegory
· Theme:  The central idea embodied by or explored in a literary work; the general concept, explicit or implied, that the work incorporates and makes persuasive to the reader.  (There is another similar definition in your glossary, but this one is more precise in my opinion.)
